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The conjugation of –ar verbs 
  

The present tense of –ar verbs (also known as first conjugation verbs) is formed by dropping the –ar from the infinitive and adding the following endings to the stem: 
	-o 
	-amos 

	-as 
	-áis 

	-a 
	-an 


  (Infinitive is the form of the verb before it is conjugated.  In Spanish it always ends in -r.) 

For instance, to conjugate the verb hablar (to speak), first drop the –ar ending, and get the stem habl-.  Then add the correct endings, depending on what the subject is, thus: 
	Yo hablo
	Nosotros hablamos

	Tú hablas 
	Vosotros habláis 

	Él, ella, usted, (name) habla 
	Ellos, ustedes (names) hablan 


· The subject pronouns yo, tú,  and nosotros, may be omitted (except when needed for emphasis) since the verb ending already denotes the subject. 

· Since the third person verbs may have several different subjects, it is necessary to include them. 

· Usted and ustedes  (abbreviated Ud. and Uds.) are formal forms of you.  They should be used to address people who are not intimate friends or family members.  Both usted and ustedes take the third person of the verb, not the second.   



Infinitives of regular –ar verbs   
	Amar (to love) 
Apagar (to turn off, extinguish) 
Ayudar (to help) 
Besar (to kiss)
Borrar (to erase)  
Cambiar (to change, exchange) 
Cantar (to sing) 
Cazar (to hunt) 
Casar (to marry) 
Charlar (to chat)
Cocinar (to cook) 
Contestar (to answer) 
Cultivar (to cultivate) 
Desayunar (to eat breakfast) 
Desear (to want, desire) 
Ensayar (to rehearse, try out) 
Entregar (to turn in, hand over) 
Esperar (to hope, await, expect) 
Esquiar (to ski) 
Fumar (to smoke) 
Gustar (to be pleasing) 
Hallar (to find) 
Jactar (to boast, brag) 
Limpiar (to clean) 
Llenar (to fill) 
Mimar (to pamper, spoil) 
Parar (to stop, stand) 
Pescar (to fish) 
Practicar (to practice) 
Preparar (to prepare) 
Sumar (to add) 
Tocar (to play an instrument; to touch) 
Trabajar (to work) 
Recitar (to recite) 
Entrar (to enter) 
Enseñar (to teach) 
Escuchar (to listen) 
Estudiar (to study) 
	Andar (to walk, run, go) 
Caminar (to walk) 
Apuntar (to note, write down) 
Bailar (to dance) 
Buscar (to seek, look for) 
Cansar (to tire) 
Cursar (to take a course)  
Descansar (to rest) 
Cenar (to dine) 
Comprar (to buy) 
Copiar (to copy) 
Dejar (to leave behind, let) 
Empatar (to tie a score) 
Anudar (to tie a knot) 
Explicar (to explain) 
Ganar (to win, gain, earn) 
Hablar (to speak, talk) 
Imitar (to imitate) 
Lavar (to wash) 
Levantar (to raise) 
Llegar (to arrive) 
Llevar (to carry, wear) 
Mirar (to watch, look at) 
Nadar (to swim) 
Necesitar (to need)   
Odiar (to hate) 
Olvidar (to forget) 
Pagar (to pay) 
Pasar (to pass) 
Pintar (to paint) 
Platicar (to chat)
Preguntar (to ask) 
Sacar (to take out, get) 
Secar (to dry) 
Restar (to subtract) 
Tomar (to take, drink) 
Viajar (to travel) 
Visitar (to visit) 


 
